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Jared Lowndes, a proud member
of the Laksilyu Clan of the
Wet’suwet’en Nation, was shot
and killed by RCMP officers on
July 8, 2021 in Campbell River[i].
While attempting to defend
himself and his dog, a police dog
was killed after which the RCMP
opened fire. Jared wrote a letter
months before he was killed,
documenting assaults by the
police and concern that the
RCMP would kill him[ii].

Looking for
more
information?

The Story of
Jared Lowndes

marlene@chefmaluh.ca

http://chefmaluh.ca

Or contact Marlene Hale at
“So kill me if you must, like you
have so many of my relatives

and people before me, it won’t
change the fact there needs

to be serious reform in the
criminal justice system. How
can anyone uphold the law

without being held to a higher
standard of law?”

 
 - Jared Lowndes, January 29, 2021



Police reform must
be done in
partnership with
Indigenous Nations
and individuals and
based on key
understandings
outlined by BC's
Office of the Human
Rights
Commissioner [iii]

Jared's writings describe a history
of experiencing systemic racism
from social services, RCMP, and
government agents over the
course of his lifetime, ultimately
ending with his death[ii]. His
experiences with police
demonstrate the following issues
with policing in so-called Canada
today:

What can Jared's
story teach us?

Support Indigenous
activists

Educate yourself

Talk to your friends, family,
and elected
representatives
Have the difficult conversations
and share resources.
Tell your elected representatives
that you expect police
accountability and support de-
tasking police.

Support fundraising if you are
able to, or show up and support
with your time.

Check out the resources available
at the QR code on the back of this
pamphlet. And when racialized
individuals give you their time
and energy to educate you, thank
them and pay them for their time

Indigenous people are
grossly overrepresented in
arrests [iii].

#JusticeForJared

What can you do?

Acknowledge that
policing in this country is
rooted in colonial
mandates to control
Indigenous people in
order to bring settlers
onto the land

With the primary purpose
as the promotion and
protection of community
safety

 Discriminatory policing
undermines communities.
And equity is essential to
community safety

Police reform is both
possible and essential

The CBC's Deadly Force
database shows that
Indigenous people are
overrepresented in police-
involved deaths in BC and
across Canada [iv].
Police accountability with
the involvement of
Indigenous advocates is
needed


